
  

 

 

 

 
 

                                YEAR 2 
COMPONENT SKILL 

Working Scientifically 
Questioning To recognize that questions can be answered in different ways 

Observations/Measurements To make close observations using simple equipment (including a ruler) 

Setting up practical tests To perform simple tests 

Variables To be able to explain what we are measuring in an investigation 

Recording Data To gather and record data to help in answering questions  

COMPONENT SKILL 
Scientific Knowledge 

Animals, including Humans Notice that animals, including humans, have offspring, which grow into 
adults. 

Find out about and describe the basic needs of animals, including humans 
for survival (water, food, air)  

Describe the importance for humans of exercise, eating the right amounts 
of different types of food, and hygiene.  

Plants Observe and describe how seeds and bulbs grow into mature plants 

Find out and describe how plants grow and stay healthy. (water, light and a 
suitable temperature). 

Living Things and their Habitats Explore and compare the differences between things that are living, dead 
and things that have never been alive. 

Identify that most living things live in habitats to which they are suited and 
describe how different habitats provide for the basic needs of different 
kinds of animals and plants, and how they depend on each other.  

Identify and name a variety of plants and animals in their habitats, including 
microhabitats.  

Describe how animals obtain their food from plants and other animals, 
using the idea of a simple food chain, and identify and name different 
sources of food.  

Materials Identify and compare the suitability of a variety of everyday materials, 
including wood, metal, plastic, glass, brick, rock, paper and cardboard for 
particular uses. 

Find out how the shapes of solid objects made from some materials can be 
changed by squashing, bending, twisting and stretching.  

COMPONENT SKILL 
Scientific Investigations 

Animals, including humans Which age group of children wash  their hands the most in a day? 

Plants What affects the height of a plant the most? 

Living Things and their Habitats What condition do woodlice prefer to live in? 

Materials Which material would be best for the roof of a house? 

COMPONENT SKILL 
Linked Science Careers 

Animals, including humans Nutritionist 

Plants Biologist 

Living Things and their Habitats Oceanographer 

Materials Chemical Engineer 

 



COMPONENT SKILL 
Linked Scientist 

Animals, including humans Linda Buck 

Plants Luther Burbank 

Living Things and their Habitats Rachel Carson 

Materials Stephanie Kwolek 
 

 


